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STM School 
Fall Sports Sign-ups  
           Don't be left out this fall! Sign-ups for fall sports 
are underway; deadlines are approaching and we do 
not want to miss anyone. Visit the STM school website 
for sign-up forms and instructions (www.stmcyclones.
org). Sports include flag football (boys, grades 1 - 4), 
tackle football (boys, grades 5 - 8), volleyball (girls, 
grades 4 - 8) and soccer (K-boys and K - 3 girls). 
 

Keeping Children Safe 
Online Child Safety 
           In June 2000, a study titled ìOnline 
Victimizationî was conducted for the U.S. Department 
of Justice. In the study, a national sampling of children 
found that approximately one in five children had 
received a sexual solicitation or approach over the 
internet in the previous year. One in four children on 
the internet in the previous year had unwanted 
exposure to naked people or people having sex. One in 
33 children has received an aggressive sexual 
solicitationóa solicitor who asked to meet them 
somewhere, called them on the telephone, or sent them 
mail, money or gifts. 
           Today even more children in the United States 
are online; undoubtedly, if a national sampling of 
children was to be interviewed now, these numbers 
would be even higher. As pervasive and tempting as the 
internet can be, it is essential for parents, teachers and 
members of the clergy to be knowledgeable and fluent 
in both the negative and positive aspects of the internet. 
           For particular help, you may call Mary Fran 
Horton at 913/345-0211. Mary Fran is the Program 
Director of Protecting God�s Children for the Diocese of 
Kansas City~St. Joseph. 
           For other information or to sign up to participate 
in Protecting God�s Children (PGC) training, go to the 
website www.virtus.org.  

As For Me & My House 
Each week featuring stewards of STM. 

 

           Mike Vaccaro and his wife Sandy moved to  
Saint Thomas More parish in 1997 and Sandy joined 
the Church at Easter in 1999. Only five short years later 
Sandy passed away. In her honor, Mike generously 
donated a grand piano to the parish, the one that is 
located at the front of the church. Mike has also 
generously donated the tuning of the piano and is 
serving as a consultant for our musical instrument needs 
during construction. Thank you, Mike, for your 
stewardship! 

About Our Parish 
Stories�they sing the lessons of our lives like no other 
medium! 
          The favorite story of the late Jesuit, Father Tony 
DeMello, is the story of the monk in his travels who 
once found a precious stone and kept it. One day he 
met a traveler, and when the monk opened his bag to 
share his provisions with him, the traveler saw a large 
jewel and asked the monk if he would consider giving it 
to him. 
          The monk did so readily. The traveler departed, 
overjoyed with the unexpected gift of the precious 
stone that was enough to give him wealth and security 
the rest of his life. However, a few days later, he came 
back in search of the monk, found him, gave him back 
the stone, and entreated him, ìNow give me something 
much more precious than this stone, valuable as it is. 
Give me that which enabled you to give it to me.î 
 
          Saint Thomas More, like every other organization 
today, finds itself trapped in cyberspace. There is more 
information entering our homes than we can ever 
imagine, doubling every 750 days. We are experiencing 
a technology revolution, a digital revolution, and a bio-
genetic revolutionÖall at the same time. People now 
change jobs every four years and change careers every 
eight years. 
          Several months ago, Father Don responded to a 
comment from one of the parishioners, ìFather, the 
Church is changing and nobody told us.î He invited a 
group of young men and women in the parish to form a 
Futureís Team. By doing so, he entrusted the future of 
STM squarely in the capable hands of our young adults. 
He asked them, ìWhat should St. Thomas More do to 
be a viable Catholic Parish in 2010?î 
          Monday evening, during my meeting with the 
Futureís Tomorrow Committee, we discussed the topic 
of Stewardship and the importance of the younger 
generation embracing the concept. They understood, 
better than I, that a parish could be so obviously 
unaware that they could lose their evangelical edge in 
the blink of an eye. 
          What a marvelous group of young parishioners 
we have at STM! I always feel energized by their 
presence and creativity. Like the monk in the above 
story, they will teach us to communicate differently, 
welcome differently, and, like so many of their parents, 
recognize the face of Jesus in every stranger that enters 
our campusÖdifferently. 
          Stewardship is about giving ourselves awayÖ 
 

                                                -  Blake Mulvany 
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Justice Info 
Back-to-School Drive 
The Back-to-School drive that benefits children served 
by Seton Center will take place in early August at Seton 
Center. We are asking for donations of new school sup-
plies, socks and underwear, as well as new or gently 
used white uniform shirts, blue or beige pants. Bring 
your donation to Flanagan Hall on Sunday, July 27, 
9am-1pm. Your generous donations will be greatly ap-
preciated. 
 

Emergency Assistance 
          Many parishioners are surprised to hear about 
the number of people who live within the parish 
boundaries who need help with rent, mortgage and util-
ity bills. This past fiscal year, we spent over $13,000 
helping those in need. I have worked closely with Com-
munity Assistance Council in assessing the needs of 
those who come to us for help. In the 2 years that I 
have worked with this ministry, I have learned a lot 
about the amount of poverty in south Kansas City. 
          I also realize that we need to develop better 
ways of responding to the needs of those who call for 
assistance. One possibility is to develop teams of peo-
ple who would interview those who call here for assis-
tance to assess their need and then make recommenda-
tions. We would provide training to anyone interested 
in being a part of this outreach. If you would like more 
information, call me at the parish office, 942-2492 
x210. Thank you!                     - David Butel 
 

Thank You! 
I want to thank everyone who responded so generously 
to my request last week for furniture and household 
items for a woman and her three children who had left 
a situation of domestic violence. Your response was 
truly amazing! I also want to thank Megan Schaefer 
from our Helping Hands of STM ministry for all of her 
efforts in getting the furniture and household items de-
livered to the womanís apartment.        - David Butel 

Men on a Mission  
Plan now to attend the third annual conference 
which is to be held on Saturday, August 2, at Our 
Lady of Presentation Church, 130 NW Murray Road 
in Leeís Summit. The theme of the conference is 
ìWhy Be Catholic?î This full day event (7:30am - 
3pm) will feature Bishop Robert Finn and Patrick Ma-
drid, Catholic apologist, author and radio personality. 
Any male over the age of 16 is encouraged to attend. 
Fathers and sons are especially welcome. The cost is 
$25, $15 for each son. For more information, call the 
Family Life Office at 816/756-1850 x551. Flyers are 
available in the church narthex. 

Care & Support 
10 Minutes That Could Save Your Life! 
Life Line Screening will be at St. Thomas More on Thurs-
day, July 31, offering a screening for strokes. Stroke is the 
third leading killer in the U.S. and the #1 cause for nurs-
ing home admissions. Call 1-800-324-1851 for more in-
formation or to pre-register. The cost of this screening is 
$45 or receive all four vascular tests for only $139. The 
complete Wellness Package Plus blood (all 8 tests) is just 
$219. Other discount packages are available. Flyers are 
available in the narthex of the church. 
 

Calling all Nurses 
STM is forming a registry list of nurses who are willing to 
volunteer their time and expertise. At this time, we are 
only creating a contact list. In the future, volunteer oppor-
tunities will be coordinated through parish nurses and the 
Helping Hands Ministry. Please send your name, nursing 
experience, and contact information to Nancy King at 
nckingii@sbcglobal.net, Annie Wallace at Firefyterrn@kc.
rr.com or David Butel at the parish office, dbutel@stmkc.
com or 942-2492 x210.   
 

That Man Is You! 
Knock, knock? Whoís there? That man. That man who? 
That Man is You, thatís who. That Man Is You is coming 
to St. Thomas More beginning September 5.  
 

Singles of Nativity (SON) 
Wednesday, July 23 - Happy Hour at Trolley's Bar & 
Grille, 9100 W. 135 St. in Overland Park, beginning at 
5:30pm. 
Sunday, July 27 - Progressive Dinner at Wil Jenny's, 6700 
W. 135th St. in Overland Park, 5pm. The cost is $28.  
Wednesday, July 30 - T-Bones vs. Fargo-Moorhead Red 
Hawks, Community America Ballpark, 1800 Village West 
Parkway. Game time is 6pm.  
For more information about these and other SON activi-
ties, go to their website, www.son-ministry.org. 
 

Support Group for New Moms 
Weekly support group for moms who are having a hard 
time emotionally with pregnancy or the birth of a new 
baby, Thursdays, 9:30ñ11am, at Keeler Womenís Center, 
2220 Central, Kansas City, KS. There is limited space for 
childcare during the program. Inquire when you register 
for the program. Call 913/906-8990 or register online at 
www.mountosb.org/kwc/. This program is free. 
 

Please hold in prayer our hospitalized: 
St. Joseph: Janice Roth 

Please hold in prayer the family and friends 
of those who have died: 
Ann Halpin; Russell Hill 
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Children & Youth 
Archbishop O�Hara High School 
Archbishop OíHara High School has select openings for 
incoming ninth, tenth and eleventh graders who are 
interested in using their talents to serve the Church, 
community and world. Our Catholic, Lasallian and 
College Prep curriculum prepares students to make a 
difference now and in the future. For an enrollment 
packet, contact Ann Julich at 763-4800 x206 or 
ajulich@oharahs.org. 
 

College Connection Program 
Help your high school graduates stay "connected" to 
their faith when they enter college, especially secular or 
private non-Catholic schools. The College Connection 
program, started by the USA Council of Serra 
International, prepares packets of information for 
Catholic high school Seniors to help them find the 
"Catholic presence" at their higher education institution. 
With the permission of the student, the College 
Connection program shares the student information to 
their school's Campus Minister, who would then keep 
the student informed about spiritual activities and 
facilities on campus. For more information, please 
contact Homer Radford from the Serra Club of Southeast 
Kansas  Ci ty,  MO at  816/356-1760 or 
hradford2@comcast.net.  
 

Uniforms Needed 
Have you gone through your closets and found gently 
used uniforms that your children donít need or donít fit? 
Many families attending Guardian Angel School (in the 
inner city) are in need of the same uniforms as used by 
STM children. If you would like to donate uniforms, 
please drop them off at the Parish Office or call Julie 
Ismert at 942-5109 before July 21. Thank you! 
 

Theatre at Vis Presents  
Theatre at Vis presents ìSeussical-The Musicalî on July 
24, 25, 26 at 7:30pm and on July 27 at 1pm. The 
performances include 34 children & teens from several 
parishes. Tickets are $8/adult and $6/child 12 & under. 
All shows are at Visitation School Theatre, 5134 
Baltimore, KCMO. For advanced tickets (and a chance 
at better seating) call 816/444-7008. Cree McCray and 
Shelby OíBrien, STM parishioners, are in the cast. 

Nearby & Coming Soon 
News From Our Sister Parish... 
          Last week, parishioner Jerry McEvoy joined 
representatives from Johns Hopkins University on 
Capitol Hill where several of the best summer initiatives 
in the country were selected to present in an effort to 
pass legislation for funding summer learning. Only one 
student was selected to talk about his experiences in a 
summer program and that was Jaylon Verser of the 
Upper Room located at St. Louis Church. His 
presentation was received with a thunderous standing 
ovation by legislators and observers.  
          Jaylon joined the Upper Room Summer 
Academic Camp in first grade. Each year he improved 
himself, winning reading trophies in consecutive years. 
When we started the Upper Room music program, he 
joined and became the best pianist. Last year, when we 
started the high school prep program to help middle 
school students prepare to apply to private schools, 
Jaylon joined. He will attend Rockhurst High this fall. 
Congratulations!  
          Thanks to all of our STM teens who have been 
helping with the Upper Room reading program this 
summer. 
 

An Ignatian Retreat For Busy People 
          The Ignatian Spirituality Center of Kansas City 
annually offers the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola to help people explore and deepen their 
relationships with God. Anyone interested is invited to 
a Come and See informational session.   
          Come and See information sessions will be held:  
• Thursday, July 17, 7-8pm at the Church of the 

Ascension of Overland Park (Lower Level) or at the 
Rockhurst University Community Center (54th & 
Troost);  

• Thursday, July 31, 7-8pm at St. Thomas More 
Parish (More Hall); 

• Thursday, August 7, 7-8pm at Rockhurst High 
School (the Chapel).  

For more information contact Joseph Cirincione, at 
816/523-5115 x212 or jcirincione@sfx-kc.org, or Fr. 
James Blumeyer, S.J., at 816/523-5115 x214 or 
jblumeyer@sfx-kc.org.   
 

Bulletin Board 
Home Grown Tomatoes:  The tomatoes are ready! 
Come by 901 E. 117th Terrace to purchase them. 
 

Good stewards in a parish are like the yeast in 
today�s Gospel. Their selfless gifts of time and 
talent help the parish grow and thrive, and 
their example inspires others to become good 
stewards, too. 
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Mass Intentions  
            We have our 2009 Mass book and can take your 
intentions at any time. We are not permitted to take more 
than one cash offering (of $10 per Mass) for a Mass 
intention. We can add more than one intention for a Mass; 
we just cannot accept your money for a second intention. 

Mass Intentions 
Mon:    6:15am-Joseph & Caroline Saladino 
            8:15am-Jay Jolley; Dolores Gomez        
Tues:    6:15am-Stephen Dougherty 
            8:15am-The Whelan & Jolley Families 
Wed:    6:15am-Garry Wright 
            8:15am-Marla Yancey; Sr. Martha Linck  
Thurs:   6:15am-Grace Johnson; Fr. James Pecoraro 
            8:15am-Tom McNamara; Jack Kitchin* 
Fri:       6:15am-Grace Johnson 
            8:15am-Don Winsolw; Theresa Lang 
Sat:       8:15am-Theresa Beauchamp 
            4:00pm-Mike Phelps 
Sun:     7:30am-For All Parishioners 
            9:30am-Edward Arnett; Constance Leonard 
            11:30am-Terry Mauton & David Butel * 
                       Please note that this is a wedding Mass! 
            5:00pm-Helen Dostal 

STM Schedule 
Tuesday, July 22 
RCIA Team meeting, 7pm, Office Living Room 

Thursday, July 24 
Financial Peace University, 7pm, More Hall A 

Saturday, July 26 
Second group of Guatemala Travelers return 

Sunday, July 27 
Wedding at 11:30am Mass, Church 
Seton Center Back-to-School Drive, 9am-1pm, Flanagan 
Hall 

Scripture Readings for next weekend:  July 27, 17th 
Ordinary Sunday: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Psalm 119:57, 72, 
76-77, 127-130; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52 or 
13:44-46  

Multi-month Online Calendar 
Check out our on-line calendar at www.stmkc.com 
and click on ìcalendar.î At the time of this writing, 
this calendar has been updated through September. 
This school year�s calendar dates for the whole 
school year may now be found on the parish web 
calendar. 


