issues, we can find each other sharing some positions
while differing on others. Some Catholics are against
abortion while others are pro-choice. Some Catholics
are against the death penalty while others are for it.
Some Catholics support stem cell research while others
oppose it. What | have learned about being a member
of the Pastoral Council is that we do not talk about
those issues in our meetings. Where a Catholic stands
on issues is informed by his or her individual
conscience and it is not the task of any of us to judge
their conscience.

The Pastoral Council is a ministry of service to
the entire parish and we are servant leaders. A few
questions you might want to ask are:

1. Will you listen to the Spirit as he guides the
Pastoral Ccouncil in serving the entire parish?

2. Will you be patient in the process of serving
the parish?

3. Will you interact with parishioners, always
listening for the needs in the parish?

4. Will you work to empower others, rather than
dictate?

5. Will you uphold the call of Vatican II?

- Gina Staves
Other Pastoral Council members are: Mary Bauer, Fr.
Don Farnan, Mike Kleinman, Blake Mulvany, Kathy
O’Renick, Steve Roling, Melinda Smith. You may



STM School

2008 8th Grade Graduates

Please pick up your graduation photos in the Parish
Office by Friday, August 1. Thank you!

School Supplies
Reminder: School supplies will be delivered directly to
each student’s classroom and waiting for them on their
first day of school. There will be no pick-up option this
year as in past years.

Fall Sports Sign-ups
Don't be left out this falll Sign-ups for fall sports are
underway; deadlines are approaching and we do not
want to miss anyone. Visit the STM school website for
sign-up forms and instructions (www.stmcyclones.org).
Sports include flag football (boys, grades 1 - 4), tackle
football (boys, grades 5 - 8), volleyball (girls, grades 4 -
8) and soccer (K-boys and K - 3 girls).

Gathering Parties for School Auction
Date Grade Hosts
Aug. 23 8th Chip & Jenny McKenzie

Sept. 6 6th Luke and Linda Ungashick
Sept. 13 Kinder. Mike and Brittany Rader
Sept. 19* 7th Kenny and Theresa Fromm
Sept. 27 2nd  Gerard and Julie Grimaldi
Oct. 4 3rd Doug and Colleen Schieber
Oct. 11 1st Robert and Shannon Bukaty
Oct. 18 4th Augie and Laura Huber
Oct. 24* 5th No host determined

Oct. 25 PK Kris and Mark Bales

*All parties are scheduled on Saturdays with the
exception of these two, scheduled on Fridays.

Protecting Godis Children Workshops
As we look to the new school year, please remember
that in order to ensure the safety of our children and
youth, everyone who works on a regular basis with
them must have a background check on file (updated
every 3 years). Forms are available at the Parish Office.
Each volunteer & staff working with children must also
attend a Protecting God’s Children Workshop (about
2.5 hours). Some workshops coming up include:
Sunday, August 3, 11:45am, St. Monica’s, 1616 The
Paseo
Friday, August 8, 9am, at Visitation, 5141 Main St.
Wednesday, September 3, 7pm, at STM
To register, go to www.virtus.org, click on registration,
hit select, and follow the prompts for our diocese.
Contact Joan Sandford, 942-2492 x202 or
information@stmkc.com if you have any difficulties.
Details and more workshops are listed there.
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As For Me & My House

Each week featuring stewards of STM.

Barbara Gray is a member of the Art & Environment
Committee at St. Thomas More Parish. For the past few
months, she and her friend Jacqueline have been
working on various items in the church: cleaning up
the pew area, using Murphy oil soap on all of the
wooden items, straightening the back “work” sacristy,
cleaning the tile floor, and much more. Thank you,
Barbara & Jacqueline for your gift of time to STM.

Formation News

Congratulations!

This summer, six parishioners from St. Thomas More
were confirmed by Bishop Finn with adults from other
parishes. These six were:  Peter Burnett, Adrian
Estebanez, Steven Phelps, Lauren Richards, Jake
Talamentez and Lale Verhulst. Congratulations.

Becoming Catholic?

Are you wondering what it takes to become a Catholic
these days? Maybe you have a friend you would like to
invite to the RCIA process, but you are not sure what is
involved? Could this be the year you finally have time
to check us out? Classes are forming now for the fall.
For more information contact: Mary Kay Whitacre,
913/645-5382 or marykay@stmkc.com.

Church Sound System

As most of you know, we have been trying to
work with our sound system for years. At this time, we
have hired a different company, Progressive Electronics,
to come in and clean the unit we have, work with the
main microphones and speakers and advise us as to
what should be done next. They recently made some
adjustments to the system, but, as Father Don has
mentioned before, our system as a whole is outdated
and must be replaced.

We plan to continue conversations with

Progressive Electronics to find out how this system can
be replaced, possibly piece by piece, as money is
available for this project.* This company has worked
with the sound systems at St. Catherine’s, St. Sabina’s,
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and many
more Catholic churches within our diocese. They come
highly recommended. We hope you hear the changes at
STM already!
*Note: This project is slated for Phase Il of our
construction process, but can be completed with
money that is contributed above and beyond our
annual and capital campaign pledges.



4 Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish

Justice Info

Seton Center
Our monthly food drive for Seton Center is next week-
end, August 2-3. Needed items include canned tuna
and meats, spaghetti sauce, pork & beans, chili beans,
diced tomatoes, green beans, corn, canned fruits, cere-
als, dry milk, sugar, pancake mix, syrup, peanut butter,
jelly, hamburger helper, macaroni & cheese, soup,
crackers, toiletries, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
bathroom tissue, detergent, and laundry soap. Money is
always welcome. Thank you for your continued support
of Seton Center!
Back-to-School Drive - Remember that today is the day
to bring your donated items to Flanagan Hall in the
school between 9am-1pm!

Attention Plumbers!
Helping Hands of STM is working on the homes of two
parishioners who have plumbing issues. We need
plumbers to assess the situations and possibly do the

work. If you are able to help, call Phil Paschang at
816/809-6053. Thank you!

Angel Food Ministries

Angel Food partners with churches and community or-
ganizations throughout the country to help distribute
food. For $30, you can receive a box of food containing
both fresh and frozen items. The menu changes
monthly. First Baptist Church, located at Wornall and
Red Bridge Roads, is the host site for Angel Food Minis-
tries for our area. They accept cash, money orders or
food stamps. For more information, call Don or Sue
Hanson at 942-1334 or go to www.
AngelFoodMinistries.com.

Legislative Advocacy

The Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) has estab-
lished a Citizen Network to encourage Missourians to
work for justice in our society. You are invited to join
the MCC Citizen Network to stay informed of important
social issues and participate in your state and federal
government. To join, go to their website (www.
mocatholic.org) and click on the “Join the Citizen Net-
work” link. There you can choose from several issues.
With the upcoming elections this fall, now is a great
time to get informed and make a difference!

“We should strive to keep our hearts open to the suf-
ferings and wretchedness of other people, and pray
continually that God may grant us the spirit of com-
passion which is truly the spirit of God.”

- St. Vincent de Paul

Care & Support

More Friends
Saturday, August 2 - Regular monthly meeting in More
Hall following the 8:15 Mass and rosary.
Thursday, August 7 - Annual card party in More Hall
starting at 12:30pm. A beverage and dessert will be
served, followed by cards. The cost is $5.00. You may get
your tickets by calling Gladys Bundy at 942-4098.

Ten Minutes That Could Save Your Life!

Life Line Screening will be at St. Thomas More this Thurs-
day, July 31, offering screenings for stroke, atrial fibrilla-
tion, abdominal aortic aneurysm, and peripheral arterial
disease. The cost for the stroke screening is $45 or re-
ceive all four vascular tests for only $139. Call 1-800-324-
1851 for more information or to register. Flyers are avail-
able in the narthex of the church. We have two gift certifi-
cates available in the parish office if you would like to
register for a screening but are unable to pay. If inter-
ested, contact Joan Sandford, 942-2492 x202.

Support Groups at St. Joseph Hospital

Care Giver Support Group - 1st Tuesday of each month,
11:30am-1pm, in the Medical Library Reading Room.
Contact person is Sr. Gabrielle Smits.

Bereavement Support Group - 2nd Thursday of each
month, 10-11:30am, in the Medical Library Reading
Room. Contact person is Rev. Evelyn Summers.
Bereavement Support Group - 2nd Thursday of each
month, 6-7:30pm, in the Abell Lorenz Room. Contact
person is Rev. Evelyn Summers.

The phone number for St. Joseph Hospital is 816/942-
4400.

Singles of Nativity (SON)
Sunday, August 3 - Tennis at Indian Creek Recreation,
7401 W. 103rd Street in Overland Park, 5-6:30pm. We
meet for tennis every Sunday through the spring and sum-
mer months, weather permitting. Beginners are welcome.
We may go out for a light dinner afterwards. For informa-
tion, contact Jane Zaccardi at service@son-ministry.org.
Wednesday, July 30 - T-Bones vs. Fargo-Moorhead Red
Hawks, Community America Ballpark, 1800 Village West
Parkway. Game time is 6pm.
For more information about these and other SON activi-
ties, go to their website, www.son-ministry.org.

Please hold in prayer our hospitalized:

St. Joseph: Janice Roth; Research: Sharon Overbay; Carl
Lickteig
Please hold in prayer the family and friends
of those who have died:

Mike Furey; Evelyn Nigro, mother of Ann O’Hare; Fran-
ces Bissing, mother of Susan Smith; Aga Visesio, grand-
mother of Maya and Hana Visesio



Nearby & Coming Soon

An Ignatian Retreat For Busy People
The Ignatian Spirituality Center of Kansas City
annually offers the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola to help people explore and deepen their
relationships with God. Anyone interested is invited to
a Come and See informational session.
Come and See information sessions will be held:
e Thursday, July 31, 7-8pm at St. Thomas More
Parish (More Hall);
e Thursday, August 7, 7-8pm at Rockhurst High
School (the Chapel).
For more information contact Joseph Cirincione, at
816/523-5115 x212 or jcirincione@sfx-kc.org, or Fr.
James Blumeyer, S.., at 816/523-5115 x214 or
jblumeyer@sfx-kc.org.

St. Francis Xavier Grade School Alumni
As St. Francis Xavier prepares to start celebrating its
centennial year, they would like to invite their grade
school alumni, many of whom have moved outside the
parish, to be a part of the festivities. If you have names
and/or contact information for St. Francis Xavier grade
school alumni, please contact Bethany Paul in the SFX
parish office: 816/523-5115 x213 or bpaul@sfx-kc.org.

Rain Barrel Workshop

Make good use of rainwater already falling on your
property. Learn why rain water is superior to tap water
for your garden. You can make a rain barrel at this one-
hour workshop. Supplies and instructions included.
All are invited to come to St. Francis Xavier Church,
1001 East 52nd Street on Sunday, August 10, noon-
1pm. Contact Bethany Paul at 816/523-5115 x213 or
bpaul@sfx-kc.org. The cost is $35.

Organ Recital at Visitation

Tuesday, August 5, at 7:30 pm - Nicholas Bideler is one
of Kansas City's finest young organists and has been
organist at Visitation Church for the past 3 years.
Nicholas completed his undergraduate degree in Organ
Performance at the University of Kansas with Dr. James
Higdon this past July. Nicholas enjoys performing for
audiences and has performed in front of many people at
the National Cathedral, among other places. He will be
performing at Princeton University, St. James Cathedral
in Toronto, Cathedral Basilica of Newark, St. Thomas
Fifth Avenue NYC, and Westminster Cathedral in
London over the next year. Please show your support
and join us for this free one hour recital. You will not
want to miss it. Admission is free; donations welcomed.
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Spiritual Musings by Dr. Bill Louis
As an artist, Bill tries to remain open to the love of God
working through him to create both contemplative and
meditative musings. You may purchase this poetry book
at the Parish Office or the Avila Bookstore or borrow a
copy from our Parish Library (at the Parish Office).

Card Party Luncheon
St. Benedict’s Circle is hosting a card party on Thursday,
July 31, 11:30am-3pm, at Holy Cross Church, 8311 W.
93rd Street, Overland Park. To RSVP, call Helen at
913/381-4295 or Doris at 913/381-2781. Cost is $11.

Menis Ignatian Retreat

Savior Pastoral Center will host this year’s men’s
Ignatian retreat weekend on September 11-14 (Thurs.-
Sun.), with the theme, The Importance of Gratitude in
Our Spiritual Life. Join with other men to explore your
gifted life and the value of contemplation in discovering
the presence of God. Retreat leader is Reverend Robert
Costello, S.J., former teacher at Rockhurst University
and currently on staff at St. Louis University, with
Reverend Luke Byrne, S.J., Rockhurst University
Chaplain, completing the retreat team. Cost of $150
includes $40 deposit, private room and all meals and
refreshments; financial assistance may be available.
Please RSVP by Friday, August 29, at Savior Pastoral
Center, 12601 Parallel Pkwy., KCK 66109. Questions?
Call 913/721-1097.

Did You Know?

Pornography is the unspoken evil in our society
that destroys lives and families. U.S. pornography
revenue tops out at twelve billion dollars, more than
the combined revenues of ABC, CBS and NBC.

For confidential information or to join a spiritual
care support group for those struggling with sexual
addiction, call Charles at 816/582-1809. The group
meets at St. Joseph Hospital on Mondays at 7pm and is
endorsed by the Diocese of Kansas City ~ St. Joseph.

Bulletin Board

For Sale: Two lots at Mt. Olivet cemetery. Lovely,
convenient location near road in Perpetual Help
Garden. Excellent buy (if needed). $850 each or $1600
for both. If interested, call 942-3951.

Home Grown Tomatoes: The tomatoes are ready!
Come by 901 E. 117th Terrace to purchase them.

For sale by owner/agent. Verona Hills 2 story 4br, fin.
LL, huge fenced lot,( 1/3 acre M/L) sprinkler, lg. deck,
sitting room off master. 816/304-2888. Original owner,
new on market.
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STM Schedule Mass Intentions

Sunday, July 27 Mon: 6:15am-John Turek
Wedding at 11:30am Mass, Church 8:15am-Kathy Richter & Family
Seton Center Back-to-School Drive, 9am-1pm, Flanagan Tues:  6:15am-Helen Julich _
Hall 8:15am-Betty Kopp; Tom Rice
Thursday, July 31 Wed: 6:15am-Gary Smith

Life Line Screening, 9pm-5pm, More Hall D 8:15am-Dec’d Members of Bushman Family
Ignatian Spirituality Information program, 7pm, More Thurs:6:15am-Robert Baar )
Hall C 8:15am-Grace Teson; Albert Piane
Financial Peace University, 7pm, More Hall A Fri: ~ 6:15am-Andy & LaVonne Klein
Cub Scout Leader mtg., 7pm, Huhmann Room 8:15am-John Kopp; Imogene Powers
Friday, August 1 Sat:  8:15am-Osmond Byron
First Friday Adoration, 8:15am Mass to Saturday 4:00pm-Eileen D. Starbuck
8:15am Mass. Church Sun:  7:30am-Vince VanCamp
Saturday AugL,Jst 2 9:30am-Mary Jo Janner & Diane Galligani
’ 11:30am-Clara B. Koke

More Friends mtg., 9am, More Hall C )
5:00pm-Elle Galvin

Future Dates:
First day of STM School, August 18

No STM School, August 22 (Diocesan Opening Mass)

Guatemala “Labor of Love” Walk, August 30-31 Scripture Readings for next weekend: August 3, 18th
Parish Mission with Fr. Tom Allender, September 13-17 Ordinary Sunday: Isaiah 55:1-32; Psalm 145:8-9, 15-
Parish Picnic, September 20, 4pm Mass-10pm 18; Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21

Narthex Groundbreaking, November 1




